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The “Modern 49ers” are Salt Lake City-
area Boy Scouts who received the very 

first Mining in Society merit badges on Feb. 
26, 2014 at the SME Annual Meeting in 
Salt Lake City, UT.  Each of them earned 
the badge by participating in three instruc-
tional sessions of four hours, visiting the 
Kennecott Bingham Canyon copper mine 
as the guests of Rio Tinto and then pre-
senting their understanding of everything 
they learned to a Mining in Society merit 
badge counselor.  

We thank the Salt Lake City launch 
team led by SME members Frank McAllis-
ter and Aaron Young, SME Student Chap-
ter president at the University of Utah.  
Young recruited 16 other student chapter 
members to serve as the first Mining in So-
ciety merit badge counselors so that these 
Scouts could experience a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity of 
piloting a new merit badge in advance of its official release 
by the Boy Scouts of America (BSA).

At the SME Board of Directors meeting on Sunday, 
BSA officials Tom Fitzgibbon and Janice Downey thanked 
the SME board members for their commitment to devel-
oping and launching the new merit badge. SME President 
Jessica Kogel presented Downey with a Prazen statue, 
entitled “Well Done,” for her many contributions to this 
effort.

There is still much to do to assure that Scouts will want 
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to earn the badge and that there are en-
thusiastic and knowledgeable counselors 
who will be available to help them do so.  
We need to encourage SME members and 
others in mining-related employment and 
companies to help in additional ways, such 
as opening their doors to Scouts for field 
trips and engaging in conversations about 
careers.

If you would like additional informa-
tion about the requirements, how to lo-
cate pamphlet-related resources, how to 
become a Mining in Society merit badge 
counselor or to view the SME video that 
was presented at the keynote session 
about the importance of the badge,  please 
visit www.smenet.org/mininginsocietyMB 
or  www.mineralseducationcoalition.org/
mininginsocietyMB. n

At the SME awards dinner on Wednesday evening, Frank 
McAllister led a Boy Scout cheer after the presentation of the 

badges to the 49 Scouts.   

SME members carried the flags of 33 countries into the auditorium to open the keynote address on Monday morning (photo left). 
Aaron Young, president of the SME Student Chapter at the University of Utah, then led the audience in reciting the Boy Scout oath 
(photo right).


