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SME NewsMinerals Education Coalition

With the help of sponsors and volunteers, MEC 
reached more than 1,000 educators at the 2014 Na-

tional Science Teacher Association (NSTA) Area Confer-
ence in Long Beach, CA, Dec. 
4-6. MEC joined with local SME 
members to provide rock kits and 
educational posters to the teach-
ers. Rebecca Smith, MEC curricu-
lum coordinator, and volunteers 
staffing the booth spoke with 
educators about the importance of 
mining and minerals in everyday 
life. SME members Mike Garska 
and Josh Leurquin were two of 
the many volunteers who shared 
their mining expertise with the 
teachers. And MEC thanks the 

sponsors who make it possible to provide rock kits to visi-
tors at the booth.

If you live in the following areas and would like to vol-
unteer at the 2015 NSTA area conferences, or if you would 
like to conduct outreach at a state conference, please 
contact Rachel Grimes, MEC outreach coordinator, at 
grimes@smenet.org or 303-948-4247.

2015 NSTA area conference locations
• Oct. 22-24, 2015, Reno, NV.
• Nov. 12-14, 2015, Philadelphia, PA.
• Dec. 3-5, 2015, Kansas City, MO.

SME member outreach
The Boy Scouts of America Troop 1331 of McMurray 

PA toured the Safety Research Coal Mine at Bruceton, 

Thanks to our sponsors and volunteers
MEC serves teachers at the 
Long Beach NSTA
by Rachel Grimes, MEC Outreach Coordinator

The SME Pittsburgh Local Section members and the Boy Scouts who took the tour and earned the Mining in Society merit badge 
celebrated their achievement at the joint meeting of the section and the PCMIA.

PA on Aug. 21, 2014. The troop was hosted by their Min-
ing in Society merit badge counselor, SME member Dan 
Alexander of the NIOSH Office for Mine Safety & Health 
Research. The Scouts learned about mine organization, how 
coal mining equipment is used, coal mining history, roof 
support, water treatment, mine safety, accident scenarios 
and emergency procedures. Inside the mine, the Scouts 
examined a refuge chamber, learned about the leaching ef-
fects and mineralization of water passing through roof strata 
and examined the test-fire section of the mine. The tour 
culminated with the Scouts using a lifeline to do a simulated 
emergency self-rescue through the return ventilation entries 
out of the mine.

Scouts and parents were then invited to dinner at the 
SME/Pittsburgh Coal Mining Institute of America annual 
joint meeting to receive their Mining in Society merit badges.  

Learn more about how to become a Mining in Society 
merit badge counselor and find resources for Scouts to earn 
the badge at www.mineralseducationcoalition.org/miningin-
societymb. n

The mine tour, 
led by Dan 
Alexander, 
met a 
requirement 
for the Mining 
in Society 
merit badge 
for four 
scouts in 
Troop 1331. 


