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The time has come — time to launch 
the Mining in Society merit badge. 

SME volunteers and staff have worked 
long and hard with the Boy Scouts of 
America (BSA) to develop the re-
quirements, pamphlet, badge design 
and other collateral materials so 
that Boy Scouts across the United 
States will learn about the min-
ing industry as they earn this new 
merit badge. 

We encourage all attendees at 
the 2014 SME Annual Meeting in 
Salt Lake City, UT to participate in 
the following events as we celebrate this 
accomplishment. Please check your 2014 
Annual Meeting program for the locations of 
the activities listed below.

SME Foundation gala dinner, Sunday, Feb. 23, 6-11 pm, 
ticketed event 

During the dinner, SMEF will recognize the SME vol-
unteers who developed the badge and attended the 2013 
National Jamboree.

Keynote session, Monday, Feb. 24, 8:30-9 am
The keynote session will feature the BSA Flag Cer-

emony, including international flags; recognition of SME 
volunteers who developed the badge and attended the 
2013 National Jamboree; and a video featuring Mining in 
Society badge expectations. 

Mining in Society merit badge counselor training, 
Tuesday, Feb. 25, 2-4 pm

SME awards dinner, Wednesday, Feb. 26, 6:30-9 pm, 
ticketed event

During the dinner, the first Mining in 
Society merit badges will be awarded 

to Salt Lake City area Scouts.
Presidential Citations will be 

presented to John Murphy, Stan 
Krukowski and Bob Pruett for 
their Mining in Society merit 
badge leadership, and the Foun-
dation will recognize volunteers 
who served on the content de-
velopment team, advisory panel 

and as Jamboree volunteers.

Sunday through Wednesday, 
Feb. 23-26

Boy Scouts of America will be in 
the SME exhibit hall and Mining in Soci-

ety merit badge baseball caps will be for sale 
at SME Foundation booth and in the SME store.

The development and launch of the Mining in Society 
merit badge owes its gratitude to all those SME leaders, 
SME members and staff, BSA staff and Utah volunteers 
who have supported this effort. The individuals and orga-
nizations named in the chart below are especially thanked 
for their time and expertise.

Anyone interested in learning more about the Min-
ing in Society merit badge and how to register to become 
a BSA counselor is encouraged to visit the BSA website 
www.scouting.org/scoutsource/BoyScouts/advancementan-
dawards/meritbadges.aspx.  

Mining in Society merit badge information and re-
sources will also be available on the MEC’s website at 
www.mineralseducationcoalition.org/mininginsocietymb.

For additional information about the Mining in Society 
merit badge, please contact Sharon Schonhaut at 303-948-
4236 or schonhaut@smenet.org. n
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