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SME News

All aspects of STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics) programs attracted nearly 325,000 

attendees to the Washington, D.C. Convention Center on 
April 24-27, 2014. With the assistance of SME volunteers, 
the Minerals Education Coalition (MEC) conducted 
educational activities for children and adults about  the 

electrical conductivity 
of  minerals, as well 
as the importance of 
minerals and mining 
in our everyday lives. 
Many young people 
enjoyed trying on 
miners’ personal pro-
tection equipment, 
as they considered 
what it might be like 
to work in the mining 
industry. 
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Minerals Education Coalition

The Minerals Education Coalition has just released 
“Iron in Our Electrical World,” a 19-minute video that 

can be viewed at www.mineralseducationcoalition.org/
videos. This video, the second 
in the MEC’s Minerals in Our 
Electrical World series, will be 
a vital resource for high school 
teachers and students, as well 
as informative and entertaining 
for all others with an interest in 
science. The world of electricity 

is highly dependent on iron, from small computers to mega-
sized motors. 

Through onsite filming and specially designed graphics, 
the content has been created to help teachers in the disci-
plines of chemistry, geology, and electrical and mechanical 
engineering. Viewers will learn about iron formations and 
the extraction and processing of iron ore. They will also 
view exciting demonstrations of applied electricity, which 
include an octocopter for aerial photography, a Tesla sports 

car, a guitar 
and ampli-
fier, a roller 
coaster and 
many other 
products.

 Vivid 
graphics high-
light the elec-
tromagnetic 
properties of 
iron, which 
are explained 
by expert ge-
ologists and 
mining, me-
chanical and 
electrical engineers. MEC thanks Cliffs Natural Resources 
for supporting the “Iron in Our Electrical World” video and 
allowing onsite filming at its facilities.  n

SME member Mike Korb 
(c) watches two young 

visitors to the MEC 
exhibit try on miners 

safety gear.

Rennie Kaunda, PE, consulting civil and mining 
geotechnical engineer, narrates a portion of the 
new video.

MEC produces new video:
“Iron in Our Electrical World” 

Hands and minds on science:
MEC attends the 
USA Science and Engineering Festival

Thanks to our expert SME volunteers — Lee Bray, 
Mike Kaas, Florence Katrivanos, Vlad Kecojevic, Mike 
Korb, Patricia Korb, Karen Lucas, John Lucas, Camah 
Mulabah and Lin Shi. Their commitment made this MEC 
outreach effort truly successful. n


