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SME NewsMinerals Education Coalition

The most frequent and effective opportunities for reach-
ing K-12 students, teachers and the public with informa-

tion about the importance of minerals and mining are at 
the local level through community outreach activities. The 
Minerals Education Coalition (MEC) needs enthusiastic 
volunteers from SME sections, SME student chapters and 
individuals who are knowledgeable about mining to contact 
schools, to provide an exhibit at a science teacher confer-
ence, to invite classes to their workplace or to register as a 
Mining in Society merit badge counselor. They will all serve 
as an SME/MEC ambassador who provides credible and 
comprehensive educational resources.

Call for award nominations, section grant applications
Many of the SME sections and student chapters are 

exemplary in their local outreach efforts. The MEC’s 2013 
organization and student chapter awards recognized the 
Minnesota Section and University of Arizona, respectively. 
Now is the time to submit nominations for those who will 
be recognized in 2014, at www.smenet.org/awards. The 
educational efforts of other outstanding sections have been 
recognized at SME Annual Meeting luncheons. 

The St. Louis, Colorado, Minnesota and Georgia local 
sections, to name just a few, have received SME section 
grants to implement their own customized programs to 
meet local needs. Sections are encouraged to submit their 
requests for section grant funds for their K-12 outreach 
efforts at www.smenet.org/sections by July 1 for the 2015 
grant cycle.

Volunteer opportunities
While local and statewide efforts are the responsibility 

of SME’s individual members, sections, student chapters, 
companies and related organizations, there are regional 
and national opportunities that the MEC staff has iden-
tified. Your assistance is needed to make these events 
happen.  Volunteering to talk with teachers at a National 
Science Teacher Association (NSTA) area conference or 
doing hands-on activities with students at the USA Science 

If not you, who?
by Sharon Schonhaut, Director, Education and Foundation

SME/MEC Volunteers at 2013 NSTA Area Conferences included
(l-r) Bill Hancock and Daniel Rolfe at the Portland, OR NSTA 
(photo right ) and Marie Patterson at the Denver, CO NSTA (photo 
left).

and Engineering Festival (see information above) are just 
two examples of where the MEC needs your involvement.

To volunteer for these outreach events or for addi-
tional information, contact Rachel Grimes, MEC outreach 
coordinator, at grimes@smenet.org or 303-948-4247.  n

USA Science and Engineering Festival
April 25-27, 2014

Walter E. Washington Convention Center
Washington, D.C.

Volunteer opportunities:  Staff the exhibit booth and 
recruit others to assist for the days of the event. Vol-
unteers will interact with children and adults using an 
activity related to conductivity as a property of various 
minerals; discuss and demonstrate the importance of 
personal protection equipment in mining; and hand out 
MEC materials.

NSTA AREA CONFERENCES
 2014 2015
Richmond, VA, Oct. 16-18      Reno, NV, Oct.22-24
Orlando, FL, Nov. 6-8   Philadelphia, PA, Nov. 12-14
Long Beach, CA, Dec. 4-6     Kansas City, MO, Dec. 3-5

Volunteer opportunities: Chair, co-chair or serve on a 
local committee; obtain donations of mineral samples, a 
storage location or materials transportation; or staff the 
exhibit booth and recruit others to assist for the days of 
the event. 
Sponsorship opportunities:  Provide funding for a con-
ference; donate minerals to be distributed to educators; 
provide storage-facility space for minerals and handout 
materials; or provide transportation from a storage fa-
cility to the convention center.


