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SME News

The Minerals Education Coalition’s (MEC) new poster, 
Iron Mining and Processing for Electrical Uses, is a 

companion piece to the Iron in Our Electrical World video. 
The new poster traces the path of mining and processing 
taconite ore for use in electrical applications, further il-
luminating portions of mining and processing shown in the 
video, re-emphasizing the importance of mining in our elec-
trical world and providing a colorful, informative piece for 
teachers to put up in their classrooms.

The video and poster are designed to enhance the high 
school and college curriculum in geology, chemistry, physics 
and engineering. The poster was reviewed by iron mining 
experts for accuracy and by high school teachers for edu-
cational usefulness. A high school teacher reviewer said, “I 
think it is great. I especially like the chemical formulas, the 
finished products and the different iron minerals.”

The poster can be purchased at www.mineralseduca-
tioncoalition.org/store, and the video can be viewed at 
www.mineralseducationcoalition.org/videos.  

MEC has even more irons in the fire. Free online ac-
tivities are being developed to serve as additional tools 
for teachers and students studying the importance of iron 
mining and processing in our daily use of electricity and 
electronic devices.

AGI partnership – nationwide dissemination
Through a partnership with the American Geosciences 

Institute (AGI), MEC will use direct mail to reach 16,000 
teachers with educational materials and will reach more 
than one million educators online via www.earthsciweek.
org. AGI’s Earth Science Week initiative, Oct. 12-18, 2014, 
will distribute educational resources from earth science or-
ganizations across the country, such as the U.S. Geological 
Survey, the National Aeronautics and Space Administration, 
the American Geophysical Union and the MEC. MEC’s 
new aggregates-themed poster will be included in the Earth 
Science Week toolkit. MEC’s aggregates poster is also avail-
able for purchase at www.mineralseducationcoalition.org/
store.

In addition, a new online teacher guide will help teach-
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ers get the most out of MEC’s resources related to aggre-
gates. The guide contains answer keys and extension activ-
ity ideas for teachers who are using the MEC aggregates 
poster and a calendar page in the AGI Earth Science Week 
toolkit. Find the teacher guide at www.mineralseducation-
coalition.org/k-12-education.

Like us on Facebook
The Minerals Education Coalition is proud to announce its 
Facebook page, www.facebook.com/mineralsrducationcoali-
tion. Visit our page, like us and share the page with friends. 
Be the first to know about our new materials and outreach. 
As we grow, we will post new materials and continue to 
promote existing materials. Visit us on Facebook often to 
like content, comment and share posts with your friends. 

ESW Denver — what can you do?
For the first time, MEC will be featured in Earth Sci-

ence Week (ESW) Denver. ESW Denver is an opportunity 
for local geology-related organizations in Denver to show-
case resources or events. Denver’s citywide celebration of 
earth science will draw attention to local education efforts. 
MEC’s featured online resources will be available in the 
Denver area and to SME’s global membership at www.
earthsciweek.org/eswdenver.

SME members, sections and student chapters can 
purchase ESW packets for distribution or share earth sci-
ence learning activities with local science teachers. Both 
resources can be accessed at www.earthsciweek.org. Spread 
the word about the free educational resources available 
through this partnership.

2014 Mineral Baby
Each year, new minerals must be mined to support our 

lives and lifestyles. The 2014 Mineral Baby shows examples 
of the 3.03 million pounds of minerals, metals and fuels the 
average American will need in his or her lifetime. Use the 
Mineral Baby and other mineral resource statistics in your 
outreach to the community. Learn more at www.mineralse-
ducationcoalition.org/mineral-resource-statistics.  n
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