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MEC	provides	outreach	resources
by Rachel Grimes, MEC Outreach Coordinator

The Minerals Education Coalition (MEC) reflects SME’s 
mission to serve professionals in the mining community 

and to support the advancement of the industry. MEC has 
created and organized resources for SME members, SME 
sections and SME student chapters to conduct outreach 
activities in their local areas. Take advantage of the re-
sources found at www.mineralseducationcoalition.org/sme-

outreach-resouces when conducting outreach in your local 
area. On the website, visitors will find presentations, hand-
outs, tips and discounts on the bulk purchase of posters.

Review these resources and contact MEC to talk about 
how you can get started. Contact Rachel Grimes, MEC 
outreach coordinator, at 303-948-4247 or mec@smenet.org. 
Together, we can change the public perception of mining.

Student	outreach	at	a	gem	and	mineral	exhibition
by Pritam Kumar Sinha, Secretary, Student Chapter at the Indian School of Mines

The SME Student Chapter at the Indian School of Mines, 
Dhanbad, India conducts outreach activities throughout 

the year. It is currently planning a gem and mineral exhibi-
tion to inform and educate the general public about the 
importance of mining in their everyday lives. The July event 
will consist of a general presentation about minerals and 
their uses followed by a quiz competition and a visit to a 
geological museum. 

The ISM Student Chapter uses free, downloadable 

resources found at www.mineralseducationcoalition.org 
and relies on the chapter members’ passion for education 
about the importance of mining and minerals. 

If your SME student chapter is interested in conduct-
ing local outreach activities, use the website listed above 
to introduce outreach resources to the chapter. Start with 
the introductory SME Outreach Resources PowerPoint 
presentation. Contact MEC, at mec@smenet.org, for more 
information.

Luck Stone associates conducted a Mining in Society 
merit badge workshop for 14 scouts, who ranged in age 

from 11–16, as part of the Cardinal District merit badge 
weekend in Richmond, VA. John Blackmore, SME member, 

SME’s Georgia Local Section hosted a joint meeting with the Caro-
linas Section in March 2015 at the Georgia College and State Uni-

versity. (see page 77) More than 50 attendees from both SME sections 
attended the events, which included speakers, tours and a dinner. 

The Georgia Section MEC chair, Pat Macy, set up a table at the meet-
ing with a sample of the MEC resources available to the section mem-
bers for local outreach activities. After the meeting, Macy spoke with the 
outreach coordinator of the school about mining and the educational 
resources available from MEC. He also handed out several of the posters 
and the pamphlets on jobs in mining. 

Your section can also share the educational resources found at www.
mineralseducationcoalition.org with local educators. Click on “contact 
us” on the MEC website to learn more.

Crystal Wilson, a faculty member in the Geology Department at 
Appalachian State University, collected a huge kaolin sample from 

Arcilla Mining’s Sapp Mine near Gordon, GA. 

Local	section	outreach	at	Georgia-Carolinas	meeting
by Pat Macy, MEC Chair, Georgia Section

Member	outreach	at	merit	badge	workshop
by John Blackmore, Luck Stone, Richmond, VA

Eagle Scout and Luck Stone associate, led the merit badge 
program. The Scouts learned how mining impacts their 
daily lives and how so many products that they use every 

(Continued on page 79)
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Scouts got an up-close look at 775 Cat haul trucks and got to “fill the bucket” with John Blackmore, far left.

day come from the mining industry. The boys learned about 
the phrase “If it can’t be grown, it has to be mined” and 
even learned how mining products are used in the planting, 
harvesting and cultivation of products that are grown.  

A core drilling activity, led by SME member Katie Ko-
sloski, showed how mining companies use drilling to under-
stand geology on existing or future sites. Using layered cup-
cakes and clear straws, each scout took three core samples 
and drew a cross section of their cupcake. The best part for 
the boys was that they were able to eat their results. Many 

SME awards the 
first Miners-Give-Back grant 

The SME Foundation is pleased to announce the first 
Miners Give Back (MGB) program grant to the Engi-

neers Without Borders chapter at the Southern Illinois Uni-
versity at Carbondale (SIU-C). 
The water-supply project in Las 
Mojarras, Guatemala will be led 
by two SME student members 
from SIU-C, Lindsey Weinholtz 
and Jace McGuire. The MGB is 
committed to supporting initia-
tives focused on humanitarian 

efforts in local communities around the world. We have 
partnered with Engineers Without Borders (EWB) in order 
to use the EWB global network of on-the-ground engineers 
in developing countries to address the needs identified by a 
community.

EWB works directly with a community to assess, design, 
implement, monitor and evaluate appropriate engineering 
solutions for small-scale, infrastructure projects, such as wa-
ter supply, sanitation, civil works, structures, energy and ag-
riculture. The Guatemalan Water System Expansion Project 
will address the lack of clean, usable water for residents. 

The three goals for the program are to: 

• Expand the existing water system to the entire 
community. 

• Protect and expand the existing water source.
• Improve sanitation in the mining community.

The project’s success will be measured by the:
• Percentage increase in the number of families re-

ceiving water.
• Percentage increase of the flow rate discharge from 

the spring.
• Decrease of contaminates from the discharge of the 

spring.
• Reduction of waterborne illness in the community 

through improved sanitation practices performed 
by the community.

SME will partner with EWB again in the fall of 2015 to 
review additional applications for grants. For more informa-
tion visit the SME Foundation website at http://community.
smenet.org/smefoundation/programs/mgb.

The SME Foundation is grateful to Drummond Com-
pany Inc. for its continued financial support of these hu-
manitarian projects. n

by Megan Wayne, SMEF Outreach Coordinator

safety aspects of working at a mine site were also discussed 
and the importance of staying out of abandoned and closed 
mines. 

The Mining in Society merit badge covers a range of 
topics and opens the doors to many career opportunities for 
scouts. The scouts were enthusiastic about everything they 
had learned and had no idea that mining was so much a part 
of their daily lives. Share your knowledge with Boy Scouts 
as a Mining in Society merit badge counselor. Learn more at 
www.mineralseducationcoalition.org/mininginsocietymb. n

Merit badge workshop
(Continued on from 78)




